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Elie Wiesel was born in the small town of Sighet in Transylvania, where pacple of different
fanguages and religions have lived side [y side for centuries, somsiimes peacefully. sometimes in
bitter conflict. The region has long been claimed by boith Hungary and Romania and, in the 20th
ceniury, has changed hands repeatediy, & hostage o the foriunes of war, '

Elie Wiesel grew up in the cloge-knil Jewish community of
Sighet. Whille the family spoke Yiddish &t home, they rsad
newspapers and conducied thelr grocery business in German,
Hungarian or Romanian as the occasion demanded. Ukraiman,
Russinn and other languages were also widely spolken n the
towr. Elie began religious siudies in classical Hebrew almosi
as sooh as he could speak. The young boy's fife centered
entirely on his refigious studies. He loved the mystical tradition
and foll {ales of the Hassidic zect of Judaism, o which his
mother's family betongsd. His father, though religious,
encouraged the bov o study the modern Hebrew languags ang
concentraie on hig secular studies, The first years of World
War I} l2fi Sighet relafively untouched. Although the village
changed hands from Romania to Hungary, the Wiesegl family
helieved they were safe from the parsecutions suffered by
Jews in Garmany and Poland.

The secure worla of Wissel's childhood endad abruptly with the
arrival of the Mazis in Sighet in 1944, The Jewish inhabitanis of
the village were daported en masse 1o concentration camps in Poland. The 18 year-old boy was
separaied from his mether and sister immediately on arrival in Auschwitz, He never saw ther
again, He managed o remaln with his father for the next vear as they were worked almost 1o death,
starves, beaten, and shuttled from camp to camp on fool, or in epen cattle care, in drving snow,
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Wizged continued to wilte books in French, including the semi-autobingranhical rovels | Aube
(Dawn), and Le Jodr (franslated as The Accident ). 4n his novel La Ville de fa Chence (ransiaied as |
The Town Beyond the Wall ), Wiesel imagined a retirn o his home fown, & journey he did net
Eindﬂnake in life untit afier the:book was publishad.

Asg these and ofher books bagan towin him ‘
an{itemational repuiaiion, Wissel ook an i
tnereasing miﬁsmqt in the plight of pera
Jews in the Soviel Uniov, He firet fraveled o

the USSR In TCJ ard renorted on his
travels in The Jews of Silence. His 1088
accoumt of the S Day Wer between lsras
and its Arab neighbors sppeared in Englis
as A Beggar in Jerusalzm | in tine, We .1
weas ghie fo usa his fame o
for vppressed peoplies in
South Africe, Visinam, B

Bangiadesh.
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He haz wiitten plays inciuding Zafmen, or fhe Madness of God and The Trial of God {Le Procesde

~Shamgerod ). His ather novels include The Gates of the Forest, The Qaift, The Testameni, and The -
Fiftfi San. His essayz and short siorles are collected in the volumes Legends of Our Time, One
Gignaralion Affer, and A Jew Today. Although Wiesel still wiitas his books in French, his wife Marion
Tow colleborates with him on thelf English transtation.

1978, Presicant Jimmy Carter appointed Elie Wisss! Chaitman of the United Siales Hoiocaue?
Memerial Council. In 1988 he was awarded the Congressional Medal of Freedem and, in 1986, 3
MNobel Prize for Peace. The English transtation of hiz memairs appeared in 1995 as Al Rivers F.\’Lm
fo the Sea, Since 1976, he has been Andrew Melicn Professor of Humanities at Boston Univarsity.
Ha makes his home in New Yark City with his wite and their son, Eiisha.
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1637 .- Japan mvades Chinsz..

1938 - (Nevember} “Kristalinacht” — The night of broken glass — German’s
destrey Jewish businesses and sypagognes.

1939 - Britain and France declare WAR on Germany.

1940 ~ Ttaly declares WAR on Britale and France.

1941 — Germany invades Russia.

December 7%, 1941 — Japar bombs Pearl Harbor! .5, declares WAR on

Fapan and (zermany.
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and is imprisened. (Later, hie is assassinated)

1943 — “The Big Three Summit” — meeting of Winston Churchill - Britain,

Joseph Stalin — Russia, and Yranklin ¥, Roosevelt — United Statles.

9y Hitler commits suicide! Germany surrenders.

10} 1945 — President Harry 5. Truman — drops atomic bombs on Japanese

islands, Aug. 6" = Hiroshima, snd Aungust 9™ = Nagasaki.

11} War ENDS when the Fapanese surrender. @fﬁciaﬁ&yﬁ Angust 14, 1945,
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Might - memoir - the collection of Elie Wiesel’s memories from 1941 to 1945,

“Originally, the title was — And the World kept Silent -900 pages written in French in 1955,

*Pinally, published in 1960 (127 pages) writien in English, Dedicated to his parents and Tzipora.

* At first, readers refused {0 believe his words! An investigation into the validity of the work ensued. It
was PROVEN TRUE,

 #Wiesel wrote this book afier a 10 YEAR SELF-IMPOSED SILENCE. (He refused to speak or write a
word about the war and the afrocities he experienced during the war.) Then, when he finally started

writing, he couldn’t stop! Professor Wiesel teaches at Boston University. He has written over 47 books
and plays. ‘

Characters:

Moshe the Beadle — 1) awkward, clown-like, “waiflike timidity”, a strange man accepted by the
community. 2} teaches Cabbala to Elizer. 3) Foreign Jew expelied fiom Sighet to Hungary. * Months
later he returns to warn the people of Sighet; no one believes him.

Elie Wiesel — 1941 — Blie is 12 years old.

Chlomo Wiesel — father. Community leader; well msp@{:f@d man.
Elie’s mother.

Hilda — sister = 16 - 18 years old. 7 (marrying age)

Bea ~ sigter = 15 7

Tzipora—sister = G or 7 7

Martha — former Wiesel servant who tries to convinee Elie’s father to have the family hide in her
village, at her home.



