
Literature and Composition I!
First Day Survey and Writing Activity!! Name __________________________________!
Ms. St. Jean !!!
The Warm-Up: First of all, you will be using the same heading format on ALL assignments for 
this class. This format is the style most commonly used when writing papers in English and 
Humanities classes. It is called the Modern Language Association (MLA) format and it looks like 
this:  !!
Joe Smith!!
Ms. St. Jean !!
Literature and Composition I!!
27 August 2014!!
This information is to be placed in the top left-hand portion of every paper. !!
Now, your turn: !!
____________________________!!
____________________________!!
____________________________!!
____________________________!!!
Next -  The Survey: Since this is the premier writing sample I am receiving from you, PLEASE 
answer the following questions using your BEST penmanship. Also, answer each question 
completely and honestly using complete sentences.  Thanks!  :-) !!
1. Describe yourself as you are at this very INSTANT in time. Begin with physical 

characteristics. (And only provide information you’d like to share.)  For example, provide 
some simple specifics. What is your height? What color eyes do you have? What color hair 
do you have? Do you have freckles? Moles? Scars? Tattoos? Describe what you are 
wearing today. What are you wearing that is new? !

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!



____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!
2. Describe your personality. Use “adjectives.”  Are you funny, shy, clever, careful, cautious, 

loquacious, fickle, moody, studious, althletic? (Hopefully, you are not a curmudgeon 
(curmudgeon is a “noun” by-the-way, and one of my favorite words)!  Write a short 
anecdote that proves that your personality is indeed the “adjectives” you’ve chosen. !

!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!



____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!
3. Who is your favorite fictional character in literature or in a movie or in a show/production? 
Explain why? And, describe this character’s physicality and personality.  !
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!
4. If you could MEET another person for ONE DAY (a fictional character or a real person from 
any time period in history), who would you meet and why?  What would you discuss with this 
person?  What questions might you ask?!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!



____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!
Finally - The Activity: This last part of today’s assignment requires POLITE interaction with a 
classmate. When everyone has finished the Survey, I will instruct you to 
do the following:!!
• Turn to a classmate and introduce yourself.!!
• Write down this person’s name on THIS LINE !!
• _______________________________________________________________________!!
• Check the spelling of this person’s name.!!
• Ask this person the following questions and record his/her answers on the lines following 

each question.!!
1. Of the 4 questions in the Survey, which did you enjoy answering the most and why? !!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!!!!!



2.   What things “simple and ordinary” OR “complicated and unordinary” do you most enjoy 
doing in life?  Why?  (Include 3 favorite things).!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!
3. What are 3 things that worry you? Why? !
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!
!
!
!



4. Put your heads together now (Oh please, not literally!)  -  Together, devise 2 questions you’d 
like to ask ME (Ms. St. Jean), and 1 comment about this first assignment.!
!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________!
!!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!  I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU 
THIS SEMESTER!  :-)   !
Sincerely,!

Ms. St. Jean  

!


