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LONDON - Human rights advoestes and Jewish groups expressed outrage on
Thursday after the authorities in the Czech Republic wrote numbers on the skin of
migrants who were pulled off trains this week, a move they said summoned

memories of the Nazi era.

The Czech officers used felt-tip pens to write the numbers on the hands of some
of the more than 200 mostly Syrian migrants at Breclav railway station on Tuesday.
The officers were apparently unaware of the historical resonance with World War 17,

when the Nazis tattooed numbers on the arms of Jews at concentration camps.

The Czech government said Thursday it had abandoned the practice, but i
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dehumanizing treatment of raigrants has come under eriticism by human a‘ighi’.s«;
groups at g F;i'ﬂ'%&‘. when countries across Europe have grappled with how to respond
to the migration erisis in the face of the rise of far-vight anti-immigrant parties that

have dernonized migrants.

Language used to describe migrants has come under eriticism, including in
Britain, for example, where Prime Minister David Cameron in July referred to them

as “a swarm of people coming across the Mediterranean.”

This week, the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum in Poland was eriticized for
mstalling sprinkler showers at its entrance to combat heat, a move that a visitor

complained evoked the painful history of the concentration camp.
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or of the Federation of the Jewish Communities in the
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Crech Repuplic, showed a lack of sensitivity and historical awarvencas,

‘It is 70 years after the war, and it is a new generation, and they have 1o clue

]

about §mw”ﬂ, he said by telephone, “Itis a lack of éidi]ii?ﬂf%ﬁ'}{}i'%; siaclkof er i
they undersiood the h,%s‘;'if@lry, the tmimges from the history, they would not do it”

Srude, a spokestoan at Migrants’ Rights Network, an advocacy group based
in London, said the Czech episode veflected the extent to which many European

Union countries are tl eguinped to deal with the La;was’aé ux of migrants.

“This incident shows how certain coumntries in Europe have been hit completely
off guard,” he said. “The image of labeling refugees brings historical images of the
Second World War to n;zs&;:gafi_k, and the police and border guards should understand the
requirement under international conventions to treat migrants with the dignity they

deserve, Countries can’t punish neople for heine miesrants.”
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The Czech Interior Ministry said that the inscriptions, which were written afler
the migrants were taken off a train traveling from Hungary to Germany, were not

T

standard practice.

"The ministry said that the priority of the police had been to ensure that families
were not separaled, and a spokeswoman noted 1o an emailed statement that the

authorities were under pressure to move guickly.

The spokeswoman, Lucie Novakova, added that new rules wonld be initiated “in

order to prevent such a sttuation in the future.”

The Czech Republic has so lar received 884 asyluin requests this vear, compared
with 800,000 that Germany is expected to get this year, yet the country has

experienced a sinymering anti-imnigrant backlash

During 40 years of Communism in Fastern and Central Europe, immigration
was relatively small, and countries are still trying to come to terms with the
challenges of immigration and integration. There are fewer than 20,000 Muslims in

the Czech Republic, and anti-immigration groups have exploited the relative lack of
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Wednesday while trying 1o reach the Greek island of Kos. 1

s image of one of the
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hovs, whose body was found face down in the sand, spreat

soross the Tnternet, and

some hiran ‘E:‘,igi'iié_f; oflicial hupz the response will compel Buropean leaders to act,
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el news and analysis from BEuvope and around the world delivered to your inbox

every day with the Today's Headlines: European Morning newsletter. Sign up here.
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By §STEYVE QILTON  S5EPT 10, 2oy

Policy paralysis over the refugee crisis is convalsing Burope: Of course we want o

fielp, but if we're too generous, more will come,

As a former adviser to the British prime minister, David Cameron, 1 understand

the pressure politicians face frov citizens demanding controlled immigration aund

gttty potieed-borders At sorr ot mmigramts weteormed Tobo-Britain from
Communist Hungary,  feel a strong moral instinet to extend a similar welcome to
others fleeing their homelands in even worse circumstances, But still. Before
condemning European poiiticians, aid agencies or anyone else, let’s try 1o cut

through the complexity with some simple huwman truths,

First, stop blaming Hungary. For months before this crisis hit the headlines in
America, my hometown, Szeged, was the front line. Just days before I was there on a
family vacation in Juiya '700 refugees were discovered in the woods where we used o
play as children. My cousins told me, outraged, about the seemingly snending flow
of new arrivals sie aimg, fruit {rom their friends’ trees and vegetables from their
gardens; urinating and defecating in public places throughout the town; clogging up

piiblic services,

You could say: How xenophobic. Or instead: How would you feel if your daily
life was being made intolerable while the authorities, thanks to European Union
rules about registering refugees, seened unable to restore order? Hungary is small

and relatively poor. It's a little unfair, to put it mildly, to condemn Hungary for
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e second simiple truth, While we car
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Middle East, it is impossible to ignore the hnpact of American

policy on what's happening in Earope. It was shocking to see an “oxpe
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e forever about the causes

from the Council on Foreign Relations quoted on Saturday saying that the situation
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is “largely BEurope’s responsibility.” Fow, exactly? The Tra ;_ mmvasion (which eoald

reasonably be described as “lar
instability and competition in the region that is méiagm‘%mf tates and tueling

sectarian contlict,

European leaders wanted, years ago, o intervene divectly in Syria in order to

check President Bashar al-Assad’s cruelly; the United States didn't, You can

ot

mderstand why — [wounldn't for one second question the judgiment of American
political leaders that their country was reluctant to participate in another military
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gely America’s responsibility”) vnleashed a period of
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protracted Syrian civil war, the emergence of a lawless territory ripe for exploitation

by the sick zealots of the Islamic State, and the resulting flood of millions of
displaced people.

S0 s a bit rich for American cornmentators io lecture Europeans when part of

the reason the refugees are arriving on BEurope’s doorstep is American foreign pelicy

It's greal that the United States is by far the largest provider of humanitarian

assistance to Syriansg, but Awmerica is bigger than Furope, and wealthier. Why should

S3E

‘E’,ﬂim"@';*:}{* be expected to take around a million refugees practically overnight and the

iited States, hardly any?

There's one more simple truth to acknowledge. The ideal number of refusees is
I e 3

zero. Today's erisis will worsen in the years ahead unless we deal with the causes, not

just the symptoms. Thai means serious and sustained action to create free societies

people actually want to stay in, Places with a market economy, property rights, the
rule of law, a free press, an lndependent judiciary and accountable democratic
processes,
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open up thetr economies and provide greater rights and free > Oxtord

leving Syria, nsing
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econonust Paal Collier has proposed a plan for “job havens” |

an existing, but empty Industrial zone minutes from the largest refugee camp ir

Jovdan, where a future Syrian econory could be incubated, p:@fmfif:}iﬁg both an

income and an incentive to stay for millions of displaced people.

The economist HMernande de Soto, backed in part by the United States Agency
for International Development, has cataloged the vast untapped value of the

informal economy in covntries like Bgypt, Tunisia and Algeria. 1f these assets were

by,
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develop the desire to stay and build stable societies. We should put pressure on their
rulers to implement the necessary legal reforms by cutting aid payments until they

do it

The Obama administration led the establishment of the Open Government
artnership, a well-designed effort to promote public sector accountability
worldwide. Now let's give it veal teeth: make trade deals and market access
contingent on progress toward its goals. We have plenty of leverage if only we'd use

i to porsue long-term stractural veform.

Yes, it's a complicated world. But that’s no excuse to do nothing. For America to
lead in this way 1s not about imposing “Western values” on the rvest of the planet. It's

miuch more basic than that. It's about treating every human being with humanity,

Steve Hilton is co-founder and chiat executive of Crowdpac and former senioy adviser o
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the Brivsh prime minister, David Cameron,
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